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A Conversation
with Santa Barbara

Mayor Helene
Schneider:
Recently, Santa Barbara Mayor Helene
Schneider took a few minutes away from
city budget meetings for a conversation
about Weihai and Santa Barbara. In 2004, following Hal Conklin’s
footsteps, Ms. Schneider became the second future Mayor of Santa Barbara
to visit Weihai. Here is what we learned about that trip and Mayor
Schneider’s continuing interest in Weihai.
How did Mayor Schneider’s 2004 tour of Weihai come about?
“It was kismet!” she says with obvious delight.
Six years ago rookie Councilmember Schneider told then-Mayor Marty Blum
about an impending vacation in China and Ms. Blum persuaded Helene to
include a couple of days at Sister City Weihai in the itinerary.
“I didn’t know about sister cities or Weihai... never heard of either”
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As kismet would have it, Peter Haslund was already in Weihai with a group
of Santa Barbarans and Ms. Schneider arranged to join them for a couple of
days, including a 4th of July celebration.. A ticketing snafu, a missed flight,
harried cell phone calls to Peter, and a late night detour to the airport in
Qingdao made Ms. Schneider’s routine flight from Beijing into a harrowing
travel adventure. The exhausted future Mayor was overjoyed to find an
entourage of worried and very hospitable Weihai officials waiting to escort
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her on the two hour plus drive to her room at an almost-finished Weihai
beachfront hotel.
What are the Mayor’s
enduring impressions of
Weihai?
Ms. Schneider was struck
most by the warmth and
generosity of everyone she
met, from the Vice-Mayor of
Weihai to random, local
residents who welcomed her
into their home for dinner.
People were curious about
her curly hair, eager to learn
about California (“Arnold had
just been elected governor
and the big question was
always whether I knew him.”),
and simply to test their
English skills.
As with most visitors the
Mayor was treated to tasty
banquets and the fun of
learning Chinese dining
protocols – especially the
important ritual called Gam
Bei! And she was fascinated
by the frank, cordial exchange
of ideas she saw between
teaching colleagues from
opposite sides of the globe.

What does the future hold
for Weihai / Santa Barbara
relations?
The Mayor is an enthusiastic
supporter of the emerging
business partnership between
Santa Barbara’s TrueVision
medical imaging and Weihai’s
Weigao corporation. The first
real economic relationship
between Sister Cities, Mayor
Schneider says it is an
“exciting, unique development” that should benefit both
communities. In early April a
20 member delegation of
Weihai business and
municipal officials met at the
Harbor Restaurant with their
South Coast counterparts:
Mayor Schneider, CEO
Forrest Fleming and other
TrueVision executives, UCSB
Chancellor Yang and, of
course, our association’s
Peter Haslund.
By the end of the evening Ms.
Schneider was reminded of
Humphrey

Bogart’s line from the
movie classic Casablanca:
“…I think this is the
beginning of a beautiful
friendship."
On the Mayor’s long range
wish list is an on-going
student exchange between
our two cities and a return
trip (“On my own dime, of
course!”) to see how much
Weihai has changed.
The Mayor drew all but
one of the raffle winners
at this year’s Chinese
New Year dinner. She
recused herself from one
drawing and promptly
won it. Was it fixed???
“NO! I just had a gut feeling
that I might win, and it
turned out to be right.”
Mayor Schneider hopes to
attend again next year for
another great night and, if
kismet allows, win another
set of enameled chopsticks.

Santa Barbara Mayor Helene
Schneider at the entry to
Shandong University in Weihai.
Familiar territory for Santa
Barbara Sister Cities visitors.
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Sino-U.S.
Society-toSociety
Relations: — by

Mina’s
Baby!

CURRENTLY
IN WEIHAI
Santa Barbara / Weihai
Association travelers in
recent years will all
remember Mina – our guide,
mentor and friend in so
many situations in Wei-hai.
Last summer she married
and she now has a beautiful
new baby girl, pictured
above.
For more baby pix and
wedding photos on Mina’s
blog:www.minash.blog.sohu.
com

Weihai Trade
Representative
in Los Angeles
Peter Haslund recently
lunched with Liang Wen Yi,
Chief Representative of the
Weihai Business Promotion
Center based in Los
Angeles. Mr. Liang had a
number of questions and
points of common interest.
He was especially
interested in the SBCC
diving technology program
and the UCSB mariculture
research program. Peter
suggested a joint session of
the SB Chamber of
Commerce and the Weihai
Sister City Association with

Weihai will play host to the
19th Annual Hobie World
Champion-ships this
summer from August 15th –
30th. About 150
catamaran crews from 30
countries will converge on
the Shandong beach front
to compete daily in five
different categories and
determine World
Champion sailors in Open,
Grand Masters, Masters,
Youth and Women’s
divisions. The events will be
staged from the Weihai

International Sailing Base
Club on the main beach
at Weihai (pictured
below).

…for other
current news
from China
To keep abreast of
news and current
events in China be sure
to visit the Santa
Barbara / Weihai
website at URL
http://sbweihai.org/
A featured link now is a

Ben Leffel (Otterbein
Col-lege, Political
Science, Class of 201 0)
Since May of 2009 I’ve
been digging into the
nebulous field of
connections between
China and the United
States at the subnational level, with sister
city relationships as the
centerpiece. Having
originally approached
my academic interest in
Sino-U.S. relations from a
foreign policy angle, I
found that sub-national
relations were a
relatively understudied
field. Since last year, I’ve
spoken to the vast
majority of Chinese and
American cities
engaged in active sister
city relationships,
relevant governmental
and non-governmental
institutions and
organizations on both
sides — and my findings
have inspired me to
spend a self-funded
year in China to
advance this research
before attending grad
school.
Imagine the
connections between
Chinese and American
municipal entities
(schools, businesses,
organizations, etc.) as
strands of thread.
Throughout the
normalization period,
Sino-U.S. sister city
relationships have acted
as the principal channel
for connecting strands—
a node—between
ordinary Chinese and
American cities.

U.S. sub-national relations,
we must consider that as
global-ization continues,
the virtual distance
between China and the
U.S. continues to
decrease. As time goes on
and as sub-national
relations of all kinds grow
and innovate, they will
become more potent
international actors in SinoU.S. relations, with
increasing relevance to
Chinese and American
foreign policy. Mapping
out this relevance and
making recommendations
therein as to how Sino-U.S.
sister cities should
approach this is the
current aim of my
research.
Thus far I have found a
series of budding truths:
There seems to be
enormous potential for
sister cities to improve the
society-to-society
understanding via
embracing the bustling
online community;
engaging in dialog within
the “blogosphere” and
other online fronts. There
also seems to be potential
for future sister city pairings
to help China’s inland
urban economies catch
up to the booming coastal
urban economies.
There are many more
observations that I’m
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Liang attending as our
Association Advisor to the
Board.

spectacular photo
preview of the World
Expo taking place this
summer in Shanghai.

Decentralization and
globalization over the
past three decades has
allowed countless
strands between China
and the U.S. to connect.
The American and
Chinese sister cities of
today exist amid a vast
field of cities without
such bound strands, or
cities whose strands are
not bound through a
sister or friendship
city relationship.

currently pursuing, and I
intend to keep the SinoU.S. sister city community
and foreign policy
community well informed
along the way.

Given this clear picture
of Sino-
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